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DATES for conference have been an-
nounced, so put them in your diary 
now. The conference will be held at 
the Emergency Planning College in 
Easingwold, north Yorkshire, and 
costs and accommodation details will 
follow soon.  
Ideas for speakers are now being 
sought, so if you have any good ideas 
or seen a presentation that im-
pressed you,  let us know. The Board 
plans to get around 75 per cent of 
the conference speakers arranged in 
good time to help attract members 
and non-members alike, but keep a 
few conference slots open until  
September for up to the minute 
speakers to keep the conference  
topical. Send your ideas for speakers 
to: info@the-eps.org. 

 

 

Thank you Helen! 
THE baton of leadership has now been passed, 
with Tony Thompson being appointed the new 
Chair of the EPS.  
  The former Chair, Helen Hinds, ‘passed on the 
baton’ at the February meeting of the Board. On 
accepting the position, Tony said: ““Helen has 
worked tirelessly with her fellow EPS Directors, 
and she has steered the organisation through 
some difficult times.” 
  He added: ““My immediate thought on being 
told that I had been appointed was of great ex-
citement, mixed with the recognition of the huge 
responsibility that I will be taking on. The recent 
austerity measures have taken their toll on our 
profession, but we are moving forward and will 
continue the revitalization of the EPS for the next 
generation of emergency managers, both in the 
public and private sectors.” 
  The Board also saw some members stepping 
down, and the Board in particular wished a 
speedy recovery for Gill Dickson. Appointments 
for the vacant posts will take place shortly.  
  Tony said: “I would also like to thank those  
stepping down for their personal contributions 
whilst serving as directors during a period of 

significant change.” 

Helen Hinds hands over the 
chairmanship of the EPS to 
new Chair Tony Thompson 

at the February Board 
meeting 

FOR the first time since 2008, the EPS finances are back in the black. The good 
news was reported to the February Board meeting. The accounts show only a 
small surplus – around £4,000 – but it is an indication that the EPS is now 
heading in the right direction in financial terms.  
  EPS chair Tony Thompson said: “We still need to be cautious, but that fact 
that our finances have tipped back into the black is a very good sign.  
  “I’d like to thank all those who made this possible, for what was a very  
difficult period. In particular we must thank the outgoing Finance Director, 
David Cloake, for all his sterling efforts in making this happen.” 
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Still time to 

book for  

Humanitarian 

Assistance 

workshop 
IT’S the last chance for places at 
Humanitarian Assistance  
national workshop. 
  Places are still available for the 
national workshop to be held on 
Thursday 26 March at the Alex-
andra Palace in London.  
The event will provide a unique 
opportunity for professionals to 
have direct input into shaping 
future guidance.   
  Speakers include Pam Dix 
(Disaster Action), Rebecca  

Stockwell (Humanitarian Assis-
tance, Cabinet Office),  Sandra 
Howitt (Red Cross), Simon  
Williams (Director, Royal London 
Borough of Merton) and Duncan 
McGarry on Disaster Victim  
Identification. 
Price for EPS members is £50 + 
VAT - Non- EPS members: £75 + 
VAT 
  To book please visit: https://
www.the-eps.org/events 

  

The EPS will be taking a stand at the forthcoming 
Emergency Services Show on the  

23-24 September. 
  The ‘trade show’ for the emergency responder 
sector takes place at the NEC in Birmingham. The 
EPS stand will be in the ‘Emergency Action Zone’. 
At last year’s Show, over 30 people approached 
the EPS stand to express interest in joining the 
organisation.  

  

THE next issue of Resilience 
will be delivered to all  
members at the end of 
March.  
  Production should be  
completed by March 27, with 
copies then posted to  
members.  
  Features in the next issue 
will include: 
The MH370 disaster – 
one year on  
Transport security – the 
impact of the digital age on 
the aviation sector 
Drones – how they can 
impact on emergency  
responders 

The importance of log 
keeping 
Cyber security – ‘Stuxnet’ 
case study 
Business continuity 
Humanitarian Assistance 
– what Sheffield did from 
Hillsborough onwards 
Ebola research 
‘Tetraphobia’ 
Water based safety train-
ing 
Climate change 
70 years old – lessons 
from World War II 
EP etiquette 
A Royal visit! 
And much, much more 

Coming your way 

– the next issue 

of Resilience 
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