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IN the wake of the recent terrorist attacks and the  
Grenfell Tower tragedy, the EPS issued statements to the 
media expressing condolences, and outlining the EPS’s 
viewpoint. The EPS has said: “Our thoughts are with the 
victims of the recent incidents and their families. Our 
members – professionals working in the resilience and 
emergency response sector, including many who will be 
involved in the response to the attacks in London and 
Manchester , and the Grenfell Tower tragedy – will  
continue to play their role ensuring there is a determined 
response to such attacks, and plan for a safer UK.” 

Grenfell Tower 
THE Emergency Planning Society has called upon the Government 
to act upon recommendations outlined after three previous tower 
block fires.  
  Chair of the EPS, Tony Thompson, said: “Since 2005, there have 
been three major fires in tower blocks leading to fatalities. In each 
case, the authorities or the coroner made recommendations that 
could improve tower block safety. Each time, the government has 
made assuring noises but never given any indication of action.” 
  There are 4,000 tower blocks in the UK. Since 2005, there have 
been three major incidents in which life has been lost in tower 
block fires: 
 

• 2005: Harrow Court, Stevenage – two fire-
fighters and one member of the public lost 
their lives. There were calls for ‘retrofitting’ 
of sprinklers in all tower blocks in the after-
math. It is estimated this would cost £1,200 
per flat.  

• 2009: Lakanal House, Southwark – six 
killed. The investigation found that panel-
ling on the exterior walls did not provide 
fire resistance.  

• 2010: Shirley Towers, Southampton – two 
firefighters killed. Clasps holding up cables 
were not fire resistant, and the firefighters 
became entangled in them as they col-
lapsed. In the subsequent inquest, the 
Coroner called for fire resistant clasps to be 
introduced and better signage to be  

       employed.  
 
  Tony Thompson said: “There have been sever-
al warning signs over the past few years. Last 
year, the Housing Minister Gavin Barwell said 
the Government would review the Housing 
Regulations 2010 in wake of the Southwark 
inquest. Unfortunately, he lost his seat last 
week, but has been retained as Chief of Staff to 
the Prime Minister, so hopefully he can brief 
the Prime Minister on what progress the Gov-
ernment has made on tower block safety.” 
  There have been early indications of problems 
with the fire and smoke alarm volumes, that 
only one stairwell was available, that Fire Safe-
ty messages told people to stay in their homes, 
and the ‘rain cladding’ to the exterior of the 
building appears to be a major contributing 
factor.  
  He added: “I have been speaking to EPS mem-
bers who have had experience of tower block 
fires in the past, and they all report that they 
have never seen a fire engulf such a building in 
such a short space of time. There are reports 
that the cladding acted as a chimney to allow 
the fire to spread upwards rapidly.”  

Turbulent times 
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Finsbury Park  
FOLLOWING the attack on Muslim worshippers, the EPS said it is 
imperative that we should all think carefully about the language we 
employ, particularly in some national sections of the media, when 
describing the events we have seen over the past few weeks.  
  EPS Chair Tony Thompson said: “The self-proclaimed jihadists who 
carried out the Westminster Bridge, Manchester and London Bridge 

atrocities have as much to do with the UK’s Muslim community as 
the Far-Right attacks at Finsbury Park or the murder of Jo Cox has to 
do with the UK’s white community.  
  “In the past, there were mechanisms where emergency responders 
and the media could interface under the Chatham House rule to 
thrash out such issues, called the Media Emergency Forums. Sadly, 
these have disappeared since 2010. However, the EPS and the Socie-
ty of Editors are currently discussing how such mechanisms can be 
resurrected, and we hope to make progress by the end of the year.” 
  He also suggested Project Griffin could be extended. He said: 
“Project Griffin now involves other organisations operating in crowd-
ed places, such as Premiership Football teams, Local Authorities, 
NHS Trusts, Universities, and many visitor attractions. Why not 
Mosques and other religious gatherings that attract large numbers?” 

Manchester and  
London Bridge 
THE EPS urged employers to take up the counter-terrorist training 
offered by initiatives such as Project Griffin.  This national counter 
terrorism awareness programme for businesses is designed to pro-
tect cities and communities from the threat of terrorism. 
  Project Griffin holds briefing events to increase public and  
employee awareness of how best to reduce and respond to the 
most likely types of terrorist activities. The events are presented by 
trained advisors delivering a range of counter-terrorism awareness 
modules. The EPS provides many of the approved trainers, having 
been approved and registered with the government’s National 
Counter Terrorism Security Office (see page 17) 

  The EPS placed a floral tribute and card of condolence in 
memory of those killed on Westminster Bridge, the day after the 
attack.  

SIGNING off after over 40 years, EPS member Peter Streets 
carried  out his duties as an election Presiding Officer in Kings 
Heath, Birmingham, for the last time on Thursday.  
  Peter has been a Presiding Officer at the Kings Heath Baptist 
Hall Polling Station for every election bar one since 1975. He 
has recorded the votes for General, Local, European and 
Mayoral elections, as well as referendums and the votes for 
the Police Commissioner. The only election he missed was for 
the current Police Commissioner, having already booked a 
holiday.  
  Peter, a former Birmingham City Council employee and then 
Emergency Planning Manager for Coventry City Council be-
fore he retired four years ago, said: “When I first started the 
ballot box was tin, and had to be sealed at the close of the 
election with hot wax. Now the boxes are plastic and there is 
more paperwork involved.” 
  Ironically, precisely because of his Presiding Officer duties, 
Peter has not voted in a Polling Station since 1974, and has 
always used the postal vote. Peter said what he will not miss 
is having to get up at 5.30am on polling days to make sure 
the Polling Station is ready.  
  But he will miss the local people. Peter said: “Much of the 
High Street and surrounding roads in Kings Heath, with its 
Victorian houses, has remained much the same over the 
years and I have met pensioners who first came to the hall in 
the 1920s for Sunday School. The voters have always been 
very friendly.” 

  Peter Streets takes the people of Kings Heath’s votes for the 
last time during the recent General Election 

Election news - the final countdown for Peter  
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It’s a 
gas for 
NWAS 
THE North West Ambulance 
Service (NWAS) NHS Trust 
has awarded a new, four-year 
contract to Medical Gas Solu-
tions (MGS) – one that will 
see MGS supply vital medical 
gases to NWAS’ 1,000 emer-
gency vehicles across the 
North West. 
   MGS (a subsidiary of lead-
ing energy company Flogas 
Britain Ltd) will supply both 
oxygen and analgesic gases to 
NWAS vehicles, which service 
a population of seven million 
people across Cheshire and 
Merseyside, Cumbria and 
Lancashire and Greater Man-
chester. 
   Alongside the new contract with NWAS, MGS has more recently 
been re-awarded contracts with the West Midlands Ambulance 
Service and the East Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust, and 
has also won the contract to supply the South Western Ambulance 
Service NHS Foundation Trust. 
   Additionally, MGS provides every ambulance service in the UK 
with its rapid-response, multi-patient emergency oxygen solution, 
as part of the National Ambulance Resilience Unit . A breakthrough 
for emergency services, its MPU 300 unit allows professionals to 

quickly and effectively treat multiple casualties in the aftermath of 
a major incident. 
   Steve Gullick, Managing Director at MGS, said: “We’re extremely 
proud to be supplying so many of the UK’s ambulance fleets – along 
with fire and police services – with vital, life-saving gases. We’re 
looking forward to developing our relationship with them, and 
helping to expand their emergency preparedness.” 
   For more information on MGS’s medical gas supply visit 
www.medicalgassolutions.co.uk or call 01352 736050. 

 

 

West Midlands Branch  gets  
access to ARCO 
THE West Midlands EPS branch visited the  Arco Total Access plant in Stafford-
shire this summer, as part of the branch’s programme of activities.  Following the 
success of the company’s display stand at the AGM of the Society last September 
in Cardiff, the branch decided that it would be helpful if a wider audience were 
able to learn more about Arco and its services.  
  Arco is a fourth generation family-owned business that is widely recognized as a 
leader in safety management and planning. In addition to a range of products, the 
company’s training and consultancy divisions offer a comprehensive health and 
safety service.  
  William Reed, Chair of the West Midlands branch, said: “Arco has a wealth of 
experience, and a record of assisting organisations in the most challenging cir-
cumstances. Equipment and expertise was made available to the Department for 
International Development during the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, and to NHS 
Lanarkshire in the UK follow-up arrangements. Flooding incidents have also been 
responded to, and a number of animal health issues such as swine flu, avian flu 
and foot & mouth.   
  “Arco is also working with Save the Children in its humanitarian response in the 
Mediterranean. We received case study presentations outlining Arco’s role in 
these diverse incidents. “ 

http://www.medicalgassolutions.co.uk/
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I encourage all those with an interest in community recovery 
to take a look at our report which can be found on our website 

www.foresightsolutions.net  
 
Or by contacting me at  

david@foresightsolutions.net.  
 
It is also available in the EPC library.  

Supporting You in 
Your Role 
The Emergency Services Show, Hall 5, NEC, Birmingham,  
20-21 September 2017 
 

R eturning to Hall 5 at the NEC from 20 - 21 September 2017, this 
year’s Emergency Services Show offers a host of new network-

ing and learning opportunities for emergency responders and any-
one engaged in public safety and civil contingency services.  
  As well as meeting the key resilience organisations and training 
providers, visitors to The Emergency Services Show can gain a deep-
er understanding of the support available from the voluntary sector 
in The Collaboration Zone.  
  The Emergency Planning Society will be exhibiting again this year 
alongside other organisations including Resilience Direct, Resilience 
Advisors Network, British APCO, Applied Psychological Sciences, 
Unison, Mountain Rescue England & Wales, HM Coastguard, Civil 
Air Patrol, British Red Cross, National CBRN Centre, National Oper-
ational Guidance Programme, Government Decontamination Ser-
vices, Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents and the Rail, 
Air and Marine Accident Investigation Branches, to name a few.  
 

Personal Resilience 
The effectiveness of the UK’s emergency services depends not only 
on the training, equipment and technology they are provided with, 
but also on the way in which their physical and mental resilience is 
supported.  
  This is why organisers have introduced a new a new seminar thea-

tre dedicated to the health and wellbeing of emergency services 
personnel.  
  The programme will cover issues such as fitness, mental health and 
health and safety. Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service for 
example will present a session on post incident support for co-
responding crews. Delegates will also be updated on the blue light 
wellbeing framework for all emergency services being developed by 
The College of Policing in conjunction with Public Health England.  
  Terrorism and search and rescue are among the topics planned for 
the Lessons Learnt seminar theatre, where emergency services and 

partner agencies will share their experiences of 
responding to real incidents such as the Didcot 
Power Station building collapse. Merseyside Fire & 
Rescue Service will lead a session on the Wirral gas 
explosion, with co-speakers from Merseyside Po-
lice and Northwest Ambulance Service. 
  Collaborative and efficient working will be key 
themes across all the seminar programmes. Visitors 
can find out more about the fully integrated con-
trol room operated by North West Fire Control, 
while Kent Fire & Rescue Service will share details 
of the Collaborative PPE Project. Air support will 
also be a key topic with United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority (UKAEA)’s centre for Remote 
Applications in Challenging Environments (RACE) 
presenting the latest developments in robotics and 
drones, and Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service ex-
plaining how its drones are being used to assist the 
police.  
  All of the free seminars will be CPD-accredited. 
 

  Getting ready for the  ‘Extrication and Trauma Challenges’ to 
be held at this year’s Emergency Services Show 

http://www.foresightsolutions.net
mailto:david@foresightsolutions.net
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Preparing for Traffic Incidents 
New for 2017, a feature dedicated to road safety and rescue will 
incorporate extrication demonstrations from car wreckages as well 
as free seminars.  
  A Medical and Trauma Challenge will take place in an “immersive 
environment” tent.  
  To add to the authenticity WMFS Casualty Simulation Group will 
be providing casualties with realistic make-up and prosthetics.    
  Meanwhile WMFS Road Casualty Reduction Team (RCRT) will be 
demonstrating virtual reality goggles which simulate a car journey, 
showing drivers the consequences of their choices and actions.  
  Together with the Central Motorway Police Group, WMFS RCRT 
will be offering road and motorway safety advice and there will be a 
presentation from an emergency services blue light response driving 
instructor.  
  The College of Paramedics will once again deliver a programme of 
free 30 minute CPD workshops which includes a reflective account 
on the London bombings.  
 

Over 50 New Exhibitors 
Around the indoor and outdoor exhibition visitors will be able to see 
and handle the latest kit and discuss their needs with suppliers.  
  These include over 50 companies exhibiting at The Emergency 
Services Show for the first time.  
  Many exhibitors will be demonstrating solutions and technology on 
their stands and water rescue demonstrations will take place on the 
Pendigo Lake outside the exhibition hall.  
 
 

 

 

 

  There will be water rescue demonstrations on the NEC’s Pendigo 
Lake, during this year’s Emergency Services Show 

 

 

 
Entry to the exhibition and seminars, as well as 
parking, is free. The NEC is linked to Birmingham 
International Station and Birmingham Airport and is 
directly accessible from the UK motorway network.  
 
 
 

To register for free  
entry visit 

www.emergencyuk.co

http://www.emergencyuk.com
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EPS partnering with 
the Contamination 
Expo Series 2017 
  The Emergency Planning Society has joined forces with the Con-
tamination Expo Series 2017 as an official partner ahead of the 
event’s highly anticipated return on the 27 - 28 September at  
ExCeL London. 
   The Contamination Expo Series is simply unique; it’s Europe’s 
largest event designed to further the protection of the environ-
ment and management of contaminated land, water, and air by 
bringing together the latest solutions, the most innovative suppli-
ers, and the industry’s greatest schedule of seminars led by the 
world’s most prominent experts.  
  This standout exhibition regularly attracts partnerships with ma-
jor players from across the industry. The Emergency Planning 
Society’s inclusion in the 2017 show only reinforces this reputa-
tion further and adds to the growing roster of large organisations 
choosing this event to showcase their latest offerings and ground-
breaking innovations. 
   Over 3,000 contamination professionals will flood the exhibition 
hall to engage with over 150 innovative environmental suppliers, 
120 CPD-accredited and expert-led seminars, interactive debates, 
live demonstrations, one-to-one advice from industry experts, 
unparalleled networking opportunities, and much more. 
   Guests can filter between areas dedicated to hazardous materi-
als, land remediation, spill response, clean air technology, ge-
otechnical & geoenvironmental, nuclear decommissioning, and 
more, as well as the Flood Expo and M&CCE Expo next door. 
   
 
 
 

To 
discover more 
reasons why this 
event is unmissa-
ble and to book 
your free ticket, 
visit the Contam-
ination Expo 
Series website.  
  If you're a  
supplier and are 
interested in 
exhibiting your 
products or ser-
vices to the thou-
sands of contam-
ination profes-
sionals in attend-
ance, contact 
Event Director 
Daniel Rogers on 
+44 (0)117 990 
2005 

 

 

 

To book your free ticket, visit: 
 
 

www.contaminationexpo.co

http://landremediationexpo.com/tracker.asp?code=EPSPR
http://landremediationexpo.com/tracker.asp?code=EPSPR
http://landremediationexpo.com/tracker.asp?code=EPSPR
http://landremediationexpo.com/tracker.asp?code=EPSPR
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Y 
ou may remember the EPS CBRN Professional Working 
Group article in the last edition of Resilience in which the 
initial non-specialist civil operational concept of counter-
CBRN was described in a diagram. You may also recall that it 

was promised we would share the second diagram illustrating the 
effects in the next phase of response. The second stage should be 
compared directly with the first as it can be seen to build upon the 
initial non-specialist response. 
  In model 1 of 3, we looked at the ability of non-specialists - security 
staff, members of the public, ‘regular’ emergency services etc. – to 
attempt to cope with a CBRN incident or attack. Model 2 of 3 moves 
on from there and assumes that there has already been emergency 
evacuation, and that life-saving interventions have been delivered 
where possible. Although on exercises the ‘casualties’ usually do as 
they are told and await treatment from specialist responders, the 
likelihood of people staying in one place for the time it takes for 
specialists to get organised is low. People know where medical 
treatment is available and, if suffering the effects of an agent, would 
self-present way before specialists can deal with them, or way after 
the event when symptoms or concerns materialise, thereby trans-
ferring problems to new sites; this may include their own homes. 
This model therefore represents the follow-up response delivered 
when sufficient specialist capacity and capability has been generat-
ed to deal with the problem; this could take some time, as there 
would be, on their arrival, an initial heavy focus on Emergency  
 

Service (ES) risk assessment which would drive the tempo of the 
operation. This would be further compounded and confounded by 
the dearth of accurate information, and the potential confusion and 
chaos surrounding the scene and the areas to which people have 
fled; the most current example of this is the Manchester Arena 
bomb from which the footage of the public fleeing more than amply 
illustrates the point.  
 

I t should be expected that the transition from ‘regular’ to 
‘specialist’ ES response would be facilitated by specialist advice 

available from trained ES liaison staff, either on-scene or remotely. 
However, such advice to ‘regular’ ES is always going to be precau-
tionary in nature as the likelihood of the agent being identified at 
this stage, including the limit of spread of contamination, is very 
difficult to do remotely. 
   As was highlighted in the previous model, too many emergency 
plans are written from the erroneous expectation that immediate 
specialist assistance would arrive at warp speed or by teleportation, 
even though they are usually strategically located and would have to 
deal with many issues including: 

• Travel problems, including access difficulties through  
       congestion.  

• Availability of appropriate and sufficient real estate for opera-
tions  

• Identification of the hazard and spread 
 

 

 
About the author  
After a 25-year military career, latterly in military and civil  
specialist counter-CBRN, Barry Moss now provides  
consultancy services focused on CBRN to a range of national 
and international organisations. He is co-Deputy Chair of the 
EPS CBRN Professional working Group. 

Describing 
Counter - CBRN 
delivery  

Barry Moss reports back on some work by the CBRN Professional Working Group 

(Part II) 
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 Just to focus briefly on the last point, the identification of the poten-
tial vast number of different chemicals that could have been used in 
an attack, never mind the additional permutations from B and R, is 
the most difficult aspect of any CBRN operation.  
  No single detector identifies every possible agent, and no specialist 
response carries detectors to cover all agents. Therefore, responders 
are trained to identify from a number of pieces of evidence. These 
include:  
 

• Symptoms 

• Characteristics 

• affect on infrastructure 

• dispersal mechanism 

• medical assessment 

• detection (including excluding what its 
not) 

• associated forensic evidence 

• statements etc.  
 
  This doesn’t even go near the complexi-
ties resulting from the combining of 
agents for multiple effects. 
  So, once specialists have arrived, have 
garnered sufficient knowledge, capability 
and capacity, linked this to a joint dynamic 
risk assessment and resultant plan, then 
the above model would kick in.  
  Obviously, the safety of specialist re-
sponders is a prime consideration, and 
tough decisions around the appropriate 

weight of effort to deliver the key strategic objectives of saving [save
-able] lives, and preventing contamination from spreading would be 
required.  
  The number of potential incident scenes should also not be under-
estimated as the large amount of victims, or the spread of contami-
nation, can mean that the one neat scene usually experienced at 
exercises would, dependent on the agent and dispersal system em-
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ployed, become multiple scenes with various 
degrees of contamination, and with differing 
priorities for resolution. As a harsh example, 
dealing with contamination at a major 
transport hub could be a greater priority than 
at a vulnerable location, such as a school, 
simply due to the consequences of further 
spread. 
   

T he diagram therefore shows how the focus 
of specialist response would be to help 

address all the consequences of the incident 
starting with immediate threat to life, and 
rapidly moving on to limiting spread of the 
agent.  
  Consequently, the need is to identify the 
agent so that medical treatment, point and 
wide area decontamination solutions can be 
attuned, and the scope and scale of contami-
nation may be determined.  
  Subsequently, and post making safe of any 
explosive threat, the exploitation of the scene 
for evidence may commence, potentially in 
conjunction with a survey to identify the total 
area of contamination.  
  All of this, combined with prevailing environmental conditions, has 
an impact on the actions taken to protect the public. Evacuation or 
sheltering may be necessary, as may contingencies around water 

supplies and the food chain. Any specialist responder would require 
deliberate decontamination measures for their particular PPE and 
for the transference of evidence, which would also require special 
handling, transportation and exploitation.  

  All of the above is plainly not a quick operation, particularly sur-
vey, and throughout, information management and communica-
tion is vital under a coordinated command structure. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

NEXT TIME we will look at Recovery but, if you have a  
comment on, or wish to discuss models 1 and 2, please 
contact me at barry.moss@bwmconsulting.co.uk.  
 
If there is sufficient interest, then the CBRN PWG may  
consider running a webinar or even a small workshop to 
explore the concepts and implications to planning and  
response. 

mailto:barry.moss@bwmconsulting.co.uk
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How resilient are our Essential Services and the Critical  
Infrastructure Sectors that underpin them? 

CIRINT 
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T 
his is a question that governments, institutions, operators, 
professionals and academics often ask.  
  Wouldn't it be helpful if there was somewhere you could 
go when you’re looking for help or  assistance or just some 

advice in your specific subject of Critical Infrastructure Resilience?  
A trusted and accessible source, so that you don't have to re-invent 
the wheel or spend weeks researching?  Somewhere you can  
access and share good practice, experience and expertise from an 
international network of practioners, academics, responder  
organisations industry or National and Regional government  
departments? 
  Look no further, Scottish Government, through our Resilient Es-
sential Services Team in Resilience Division, are leading the devel-
opment of an International 
network capable of doing all of 
the above.  With a global 
reach, covering 17 Regions 
across Europe, the US, Austral-
ia and Canada, the Interna-
tional Critical Infrastructure 
Resilience Network 
(CIRINT.NET) hosts a website 
and secure discussion forum 
that brings practitioners to-
gether to share knowledge, 
experience and expertise 
through international collabo-
ration.   
  The website can be found at 
http://www.cirint.net/ Its pur-
pose is to provide opportuni-

ties to improve critical infrastructure resilience through interna-
tional engagement.  
  What CIRINT provides: 
 

• Information sharing 

• Collaboration 

• Good practice 

• Academic papers 

• Learning 

• Benchmarking 

• Peer review 

• Networking 

• Free Membership. 
 
  CIRINT.NET is a voluntary  
association and no enforced commitment or participation is as-
sumed.  
     As a community concerned with critical infrastructure resilience 
issues, it seeks to provide a platform to connect practitioners who 
shape the future evolution of CIR strategy, policy and delivery. 
Depending on individual access requirements, you can choose be-
tween Open and Secure discussion areas.  Open discussion areas 
cover Resilience Education, Communities and General, whilst the 
secure discussion areas covers Energy, Health, Water, Food, Gov-
ernment, Emergency Responders, Transport, Civil Nuclear, Commu-
nications, Finance, Space, Chemical and Defence. 
  CIRINT.NET is your asset but will only be as useful and successful 
as the participants who use it.  
The benefits are only a click away.  
 
 

 

Come and join us?  

http://www.cirint.net/ 

http://www.cirint.net/
http://www.cirint.net/
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WHY? 
Resilience looks at the growth of asymmetric terrorism, and how  
deluded individuals have mangled the good name of Islam 
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T 
he advent of the suicide attacker and asymmetric terrorism 
brings difficult challenges to the security services.  
  On 9/11, 13 members of Al Qaeda could kill 3,000 people, 
destroy large parts of the world’s most famous city, put the 

US President in lock-down, attack the Pentagon, put the White 
House under threat, and change the course of world politics, armed 
only with plastic knives and a rudimentary knowledge of flying jet 
aircraft.  
  Asymmetric terrorism is particularly traumatic for the UK, as all 
our responses were previously geared to ‘symmetric’ or conven-
tional terrorism, after the 30 year war with the Provisional IRA.  The 
IRA worked to conventional para-military tactics. Their operatives 
still valued their own lives which meant they needed networks to 
ensure escape, alongside  reusable weapons which led to arms 
dumps. All this gave intelligence services at least a chance to track 
them down. The IRA also, in their own grim way, had their ‘PR ob-
jectives’ – the level of atrocity was measured against political objec-
tivity. There was a logic, from their perspective, to the level of 
death and destruction they meted out.  
  Not so with the advent of the zealot suicide bomber.  No need for 
escape routes,  and thus a tougher intelligence job as unknowns 
suddenly appear and bang, they are gone. But also, there is no 
measure to the level of atrocity.  Instead, the new breed has a 
more fascistic attitude to human life – if people are non-believers 
of their cause, then they are sub-human and deserve to die. There 
is nothing to negotiate.  
  Suicide attack as a weapon has not been known since World War 
II. In the final stages of the war in the Pacific, an increasingly des-
perate Japan launched Kamikaze attacks against the US and British 
battle fleets. There were nearly 4,000 Kamikaze attacks, although 
only 19 per cent of them were successful.  
  The Kamikaze pilots were not driven by religious fanaticism, but 
rather the ‘Bushido’ creed, instilled in them from the cradle by the 
Japanese dictatorship, that surrender in battle brought shame and 
dishonour to their families. In addition, the few surviving Kamikazes 
testified that for many their main motivation was a desire to pro-
tect their families from what they perceived would be atrocities 
meted out against them by the victorious Allies. Ultra-patriots, they 
saw themselves as the last line of defence of their homeland.  
     

T he  concept of suicide attacks  did not arise again until the end 
of the 20th century and the turmoil of Middle Eastern conflicts, 

as the Arab states battled it out with an expanding Israeli state 
against the overall backdrop of the Cold War. Here, in general 
terms, revolts took the form of left wing Arab nationalist move-
ments, openly or covertly backed by the Soviet Union, fighting 
against the US and Western backed Israelis. This war of attrition 
began to run out of steam as the Cold War teetered towards its 
climax, while the oil rich Gulf states viewed the increasingly tyranni-
cal leftist dictatorships of Iraq, Syria and at times Egypt with in-
creasing concern. As people lost faith in secular Arab nationalism, 
the fundamentalists filled the vacuum.  
  The turning point came in 1979 with the Iranian revolution. The 
war weary populace did not look either left or right but adopted a 
‘plague on both your houses’ attitude and turned to Islamic funda-
mentalism of the Shia persuasion.  
 

Hizbullah 
This inspired other combatants, frustrated at the lack of progress of 
traditional left wing ‘liberation’ and secular nationalist politics.  
  The spark was the civil war in Lebanon, and the Israeli invasion in 
1982. Previously, the small extreme Shi’ite Islamic movement there 

was isolated and condemned because of their attacks against the 
Arab nationalist governments of Egypt and Syria. Now they had 
external enemies to fight, namely the USA – intervening in Lebanon 
– and Israel. Now, provided with training camps in the new hard-
line Iran, they re-formed as the ‘Party of God’, or Hizbullah. Their 
predecessor, Islamic Resistance, had carried out the first suicide 
bombing in November 1982, terming it a ‘Martyrdom Operation’. A 
car bomb was driven into the Israeli Army headquarters in Tyre, 
killing 75 Israelis. The effectiveness of this action ensured it became 
a mainstream tactic. Even more deadly was the suicide truck bomb 
attack on the US Marines base at Beirut International Airport, 
which left 241 US Servicemen dead, their highest loss in one day 
since Iwo Jima. After more such attacks, the USA withdrew its 
troops after the President came under public pressure at home.  
  If this was a bloody nose for the West, the Soviet Union was be-
coming equally embroiled. As their puppet regime in Kabul look set 
to fall, the Red Army had invaded Afghanistan in 1979.  What  
focussed the Soviet Union’s mind was fear of the new extreme 
contagion spreading into its southern Muslim states from Iran.  
 

Hamas 
Meanwhile, Palestine exploded again. In the Gaza Strip, fury finally 
erupted after 20 years of Israeli occupation, in what the Arabs call 
an Intifada, or a ’dusting off’ of years of submission. However, the 
secular Arab nationalist PLO - with its leadership in exile - was side 
stepped. This time the majority Sunni Muslims of Gaza turned to 
the Sunni equivalent of Hizbullah. They formed the ’Islamic Re-
sistance Movement’, known by its Arabic acronym Hamas. They too 
would adopt the new tactic of suicide bombers.  
 

Mujahidin   
For the fundamentalists, the conflicts in Lebanon, Palestine and 
now Afghanistan was confirmation that all the powers of the world 
were out to crush Islam. Their war became global. A key architect 
was Shaykh Abdullah ‘Azzam. A Palestinian university lecturer, ac-
tive in the fight for Palestinian liberation, he saw that a victory in 
Afghanistan as a means to “… mobilise Muslims to action in other 
conflict zones.” (The Arabs – a history, Eugene Roberts, 2011) 
  ‘Azzam declared: “But I am certain that working in Afghanistan 
constitutes a revival of the spirit of jihad…We have been deprived 
from waging jihad in Palestine because of the borders, restraints 
and prisons. But that doesn’t mean that we abandon jihad. It does 
not mean either that we have forgotten our country. We must pre-
pare for jihad in any spot of the earth we can.” 
  The Islamic parties in Afghanistan had already joined the fight 
against the Red Army, but ‘Azzam led the call for Arab volunteers to 
join the fray. After the Soviet invasion, the USA continued its ‘Cold 
War by proxy’ and began to arm the Holy Warriors, or Mujahidin, to 
the tune of around $250 million a year, mainly in the form of mili-
tary training and hand-held anti-aircraft missiles. By the end of the 
decade, the Red Army had seen 100 of its aircraft and 300 helicop-
ters shot down, and 65,000 of their soldiers killed or wounded.  
  The gateway to the Afghan conflict was the Peshawar region of 
Pakistan, though which the arms and volunteers were channelled 
with enthusiastic support from the Pakistan regime, fearful of the 
Red Army on its border.  
 

Al Qaeda 
  ‘Azzam was soon in Peshawar rallying the new Arab volunteers. If 
he provided the theological rallying call, then the ‘money man’ to 
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finance it all was Osama bin Laden. The son of a Saudi billionaire, he 
used his personal fortune of an estimated $30 million to set up what 
he called ‘The Base’, or Al Qaeda. All fundamentalists - at least Sunni 
ones - were welcome at ‘The Base’ to train and hone their terror 
tactics.  
  Bin Laden had earnt the trust of the Pakistan regime by undertaking 
an edict from them to suppress a Shia uprising in the Gilgit-Balistan 
region of Pakistan. Leading a force of Afghan Sunni tribesmen in May 
1988, they massacred and raped several hundred civilians in the 
town of Gilgit. Still the US and Pakistan money and resources poured 
in though.  
  The Red Army was eventually withdrawn from the bloody Afghan 
quagmire, as at home it was clear the Soviet economy was finally 
grinding to a halt, leading to the final collapse of the Soviet model 
throughout Eastern Europe. The Berlin Wall came crashing down.  
  In the isolated, delusional mind of the Jihadists, they thought that 
they and they alone had been responsible – and if their forces could 
topple the Communist Empire, why not the US Capitalist one too? 
On February 23, 1998, bin Laden announced the creation of the 
‘International Islamic Front for Jihad Against the Jews and  
Crusaders’.  
  Al Qaeda launched its terror on the world, culminating in 9/11. This 
in turn provoked the USA in particular into its military adventures in 
Afghanistan and then Iraq, eventually being sucked into Syria too. 
Far from achieving ‘regime change’ however, it had unwisely kicked 
over the hornets’ nest.  
 

IS 
With bin Laden on the run and then hunted down, power passed to 
the second in command of Al Qaeda, Ayman al-Zawahiri, who – if it 
could be possible – was more extreme. An obsessive sectarian, he 
was more concerned with the extermination of the Shi’ites: in 2005, 
he declared Jihad against the Shi’ites. 
  This in turn inspired Abu Musab al-Zarqawi who earlier in 2003 - 
after the invasion of Iraq – formed the ‘Party of Monotheism and 
Jihad’, recruiting non-Iraqi volunteers to fight US and Allied troops. 
After the war, he turned on his mortal enemy, Iraq’s majority Shi’ite 
population. Bolstered by embittered Iraqi Army veterans and volun-
teers from around the world, he declared the formation of so-called 
‘Islamic State’, and began the conquest of Iraq and Syria, unleashing 
a medieval horror on its victims.  
  Al Qaeda and then IS has spawned fundamentalist terror groups 
throughout South East Asia and Africa, with the cult of the suicide 
bomber even being adopted by non-Islamic groups such as the Tamil 
Tigers.  

  IS is fortunately facing its death-knell, but the fear now has been 
that its embittered and barbarised adherents will be scattered across 
the world to wreak their havoc. Many will return to their former 
strongholds on the Afghan-Pakistan border areas. 
  A particular attraction here is the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, or TTP. 
It was the TTP who were responsible for the assassination attempt 
on Malala Yousafzi, the attack on the school in Peshawar that saw 
132 school children – some as young as eight – lose their lives, and 
last year’s assault on the Bacha Khan University in which 30 students 
and teachers were killed. In 2014 there were major splits in the TTP, 
and it fragmented into four separate groups leaving it in considera-
ble disarray. IS think they will provide a united leadership to sweep 
up disaffected rank and file Taliban. 

  The conflict in the Middle East has been exported globally 

 

P roject Griffin is the national counter terrorism aware-
ness programme for businesses, and  is designed to 

protect cities and communities from the threat of terror-
ism. 
It holds briefing events to increase public and employee 
awareness of how best to reduce and respond to the most 
likely types of terrorist activities. The events are present-
ed by trained advisors delivering a range of counter-
terrorism awareness modules.  
  Already the EPS provides 23 such trainers, having been 
approved and registered with the government’s National 
Counter Terrorism Security Office.  
  Launched in April 2016, this initiative was initially aimed 
at the larger UK companies, but it now involves other 
organisations operating in crowded places.  
  This April the training materials were modified and  the 
original 14 modules were streamlined to just eight.  
  Its diverse members now include FTSE 100 companies, 
Premiership Football teams, Local Authorities, NHS Trusts, 
Universities, and many visitor attractions. Over 350 UK 
companies with over 2.5 million employees have now 
registered. 
  The Channel project meanwhile continues, targeting 
vulnerable young people, identified as being on the path-
way of radicalisation and violent extremism.  
  It is not solely police led but involves community and 
religious representatives, health, youth workers and  
educationalists. They hold Channel Panels to discuss possi-
ble cases. Most referrals to the Panel are from worried 
parents or teachers.  
  There is no compulsion, but most cases respond well to 
mentoring, discussions and support. They are not just 
engaged about ideas, but ways are also explored to im-
prove their personal situation, whether that be Further 
Education, accommodation or finding work.  
  The Channel project are keen to stress that it is not just 
targeted at Muslim youth, but also young people looking 
towards violent extremism, whether around the Far Right, 
Animal Liberation, or the Northern Ireland paramilitaries. 

Project Griffin and 
Channel  
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W 
hat drives the current breed of Jihadists, many of 
whom - the Western adherents at least - could 
choose a comfortable life?  
  In the war-torn Middle East, the home grown re-

cruits are driven by years of impoverishment and suffering, into acts 
of ultimate revenge. Or in some cases of course, coerced through 
threats against their families by local warlords, or drugged, or 
duped.  
  But what of the hundreds in the West who have turned their backs 
on affluence to consume the fundamentalist reaction hook, line and 
sinker? Just as the fundamentalists filled the vacuum left by the 
collapse of the Arab Nationalist left, so the Jihadists fulfil the vacu-
um in the self-perceived empty lives of these individuals.  
  Gradually brainwashed on line and then by direct peer pressure, 
like all religious fanatics they begin to take the holy scriptures of 
distant times as literal truth. Yet they are as far removed from the 
true meaning of Islam, as the Ku Klux Klan are from Christianity.  
  The Islamic works were often forged in battle in the Middle Ages, 
but today’s turmoil in the Middle East can provide a heady mix for 
the desperate, the deluded and the psychopath to justify the hor-
rors they unleash.    The vast majority of modern Islam obviously 
stress that Jihad in the theological sense is peaceful, representing 
the ‘internal spiritual struggle’ of the individual, not a literal inter-
pretation of the Prophet’s military writings. They rightly point out 
that Islamic law forbids the killing of civilians, suicide and pledges to 
protect Jews and Christians.  
  An example of how the extremists can mangle Qur’anic works was 
seen with the IS assault on Iraq. The revered Martyr of Islam is Al-
Husayn, a grandson of the Prophet. In the 7th century, Al-Husayn 
refused to accept 
the rule of Yazid I, 
leader of the 
Umayyads dynasty. 
Persecuted, he fled 
his home of Medi-
na with his follow-
ers to settle in 
Mecca. His people 
called for him to 
return to liberate 
them from the 
brutal rule of Yazid 
I, but as he did he 
was intercepted by 
superior forces at 
Karbala. He and his 
followers bravely 
fought to the 
death, and Al-
Husayn’s severed 
head was paraded 
around the lands 

by the triumphant Yazid I. Fourteen hundred years later, this histor-
ic incident was used as the justification by IS for the appalling atroci-
ties they carried out against the Yazidi people of northern Iraq, be-
cause of their distant links in antiquity to the 7th century tyrant and 
the Umayyads.  
  Martyrdom within Islam is a different concept to other religions, 
where martyrdom is earned by those that endure suffering rather 
than renounce their faith. Martyrdom is linked to falling in battle 
during a Jihad, or holy war. It is about heroism in battle, in the face 
of overwhelming adversity. The ‘military’ writings of the Prophet 
must however be put into context with the overall message of the 
Qu’ran, the most important verse of which says: 
 
“God does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because 
of religion and do not expel you from your homes.”  
 
  That is, an acceptance of a secular society.  The concept of Jihad 
came from the Prophet’s determined military campaign in the 7th 
century, to rid the lands of the various tyrannical regimes and de-
fend the Islamic faith. The Prophet declared to his warriors that to 
fall in battle in this holy war would guarantee them a special place 
in Paradise. As the scholar of Sufism, Martin Lings commented: “… 
this linkage between martyrdom and Paradise was probably the 
most potent factor that Muhammad brought to the annals of war-
fare, for it transformed the odds of war by offering a promise of 
immortality.”  
  It was military encouragement and all about God honouring heroes 
who came to God’s defence. It was nothing to do with blowing up 
innocent women and children at a pop concert or running amok 
stabbing unarmed people. Suicide remained a sin too.  
   

A s important to the Islamic faith as the Qur’an, are the Hadith. 
The Hadith are various writings by Islamic scholars. Unlike the 

Qur’an, recognised by all Muslims, the Hadith is not one single same 
collection, but subsequent interpretations of the words, actions and 
habits of the Prophet. The different schisms of Islam consult differ-
ent collections of Hadith. The three main schisms of Islam – Sunni, 
Shia and Ibadi – were consolidated by the different scholars of Had-
ith. Sunni is the largest religion in the world, surpassing even the 1.5 

Not in the 
name of Islam 

  Heroism at the Battle of Karbala.  
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billion Catholics. The more extreme sections of the Shia faith mean-
while, consider only themselves as true Muslims, and that the Sunni 
are as much infidels as Christians and Jews. The smaller Ibadi faith is 
more moderate, reject that any Muslim can be an infidel, and say all 
should return to the Islam of before the Sunni-Shia division. In coun-
tries governed by Sunnis, Shia tend to make up the poorest sections 
of society. They often see themselves as victims of discrimination 
and oppression. In turn, Sunni extremists frequently denounce Shia 
as heretics who should be killed. It is a sectarian conflict that is in-
creasingly raising its head in the shattered Middle East of today.  
 

T he Hadith subsequently shaped Shar’a law, mainly between the 
8th and 13th centuries. Where these refer to Jihad, it is again in 

the military concept, rather than everyday life. However, the 13th 
century saw the Mongol hordes sweep through the Middle East, 
shattering the Muslim dynasties. It was in this violent period that the 
concept of Jihad in the military sense was revived, particularly the 
works of the scholar, Taqi al-din Ahmad Ibn Taymiya, who was based 
in what is now Turkey, as Islam fought for survival. He was clearly 
writing at a time of defence of his country and faith, then facing 

annihilation. But his writings from 800 years ago are being used 
today by the modern day Jihadists, quoting out of context his fatwas 
commanding Muslims to fight the Mongols as a precedent to legiti-
mise their attacks today.  
  Even the first ‘Islamic terror group’ stepped back from suicide 
attacks as being a prerequisite. In the 12th century, Hasan al-Sabbah 
formed the Assassins, a Shi’ite movement that assassinated political 
leaders who did not share their fundamentalist views. al-Sabbah  did 
promise his Assassins that they would ascend to paradise if they fell 
in the course of their operations, but a suicide attack was never 
considered as he needed his followers to live and fight again.  
  Using such texts out of context, the fundamentalists have used 
them to recruit new cannon fodder for their self-appointed crusades 
against ’infidels’ - i.e everyone else.   Al Qaeda and then IS were 
quick to learn the usefulness of social media, to reach out, particu-
larly in the West, into the bedrooms of the lonely, alienated or just 
plain deluded in middle-class surburbia. In 2015 alone, IS published 
1,000 videos, 15,000 photographs and 20 on-line magazines. They 
are particularly active on Twitter, with at least 46,000 Twitter ac-
counts.  
  Such a barrage can be attractive to the young and disillusioned 
looking for the meaning of life. Der Spiegal magazine (August 2012) 
told the story of one such recruit, Djamal. The son of Lebanese im-
migrants in Hamburg, at the age of 19 he was having a difficult time 
after his father left his mother. Between bouts of heavy drinking, he 
would turn to the works of philosophers such as Kant and Nietzsche 
writing out whole tracts, but as he said “the philosophers’ words 
were useless.” His mother married a German convert to Islam, 
which sparked his interest, and he soon found the IS sites that sated 
his enquiring mind.  

  Psychologists call this the ‘Halo Effect’ – young people in particular, 
tend to make an overall positive judgement just based on one spe-
cific characteristic that attracted them in the first place. For exam-
ple, if we enjoy being taught by a teacher because they are enthusi-
astic, we will therefore assume that they are very knowledgeable 
too, even if it is not the case.  
  Social scientist Ariel Merari conducted a study of suicide bombers 
(who had been captured when their devices failed) and prisoners 
who were their senior commanders (New Scientist, 2010). Of the 
commanders, she found they were very intelligent, with an average 
age of 27, whereas their suicide bombers’ average age was 19.  
  The commanders’ main traits were that they were manipulative, 
and were without any moral doubts. Yet despite their fanaticism, 
they seemed reluctant to volunteer for martyrdom themselves. 
Conveniently, they deem that it is ‘God’s will’ that their task is to 
recruit young mules for their dirty work. A case in point is the Man-
chester bomber, Salman Abedi. At school, his friends said he became 
more and more religious after his Libyan father became involved 
with the extremist cleric, Abu Qatada. When just 16, it is believed 
Abedi joined his father in Libya during his school holidays to fight 
alongside the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group against the Gaddafi re-
gime. Indoctrinated from a young age, it appears his father’s circle 
were content to despatch this young man to Manchester, rather 
than carry out the atrocity themselves.  
  Of the young would-be bombers however, Merari found they could 
be divided into two groups. The largest group were ‘dependent-
avoidant’ – such people find it hard to say no to authority figures 
and more likely to carry out tasks even against their own judgement. 
They were greatly influenced by peer pressure. The other group 
were impulsive and emotionally unstable. They were more likely to 
volunteer to impress, but had a short span of enthusiasm.  
  It was also found that many of them when they launched them-
selves for a ‘Martyrdom Operation’, entered a psychological state 
known as ‘disassociation’ – you shut yourself down as you cannot 
deal with the immense inner conflict.  One, who’s device failed to 
detonate on a bus, said: “…he was afraid from the moment he was 
recruited, and that his fear grew as the operation drew near. But he 
says he does not remember anything from the moment he stepped 
onto the bus.”  
  In the UK, a new phenomena has been lone wolf attacks by middle-
aged men, such as the Westminster Bridge and Finsbury Park 
Mosque attackers. Some suggest this is a form of psychosis similar to 
what is described in the USA as ‘suicide by cop’. 
 

T here is a growing movement within Islam in the UK, to stop their 
religion being demonised by the actions of individual fanatics, 

who despoil the scriptures by quoting them out of context to justify 
their despicable actions. When the IS first declared themselves, the 
UK’s most senior Muslim clerics wrote to the then Prime Minister, 
David Cameron, asking him to refer to the IS as ‘UIS’ - Un-Islamic 
State. More recently, the Islamic scholar Mamadou Bobouc - a Pris-
on Chaplain who has spent the past decade providing true Islamic 
guidance to Muslim inmates, including those who have committed 
terrorist acts - said in June that more work should be done to inter-
pret the Qu’ran more accurately, so the verse can be put into con-
text in the modern secular world.  
  There are also calls for the media in particular to think about their 
language, and not to inadvertently stir up Islamophobia, which is on 
the increase in the UK. As the EPS said in a statement after the 
attack on the Finsbury Park Mosque: ““It is imperative that we 
should all think carefully about the language we employ, particularly 
in some national sections of the media, when describing the events 
we have seen over the past few weeks. “ 

‘ 
  In 2015 alone, IS published 1,000 vid-

eos, 15,000 photographs and  

20 on-line magazines. They are  
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Danger - UXB 
T 

he legacy of the Blitz can still bring chaos to the UK with 
alarming regularity. Of over one million bombs and incendi-
aries dropped by the Luftwaffe, one in 10 failed to explode 
– this failure rate was due to the rushed production meth-

ods necessitated by wartime, or blatant sabotage by the foreign 
workers enslaved by the Nazi regime and forced to work on muni-
tions.  
  Studies of ariel surveys made by the RAF after the war and the 
maps created by insurance companies have found that there could 
be up to 21,000 sites throughout the UK where unexploded ord-
nance is likely to be found. Organisations such as the Landmark 
Information Group can now look at the old surveillance material – 
bombs were dropped in sequence and from that patterns can be 
observed, indicating where unexploded ordnance if most likely to 
be.  
  For example, such studies were undertaken for the sites being 
developed for the 2012 Olympics in east London and it was estimat-
ed that there could be up to as many as 200 devices. Indeed, one 
1000kg bomb did turn up. The cities with the highest number of 
suspect sites are London, Birmingham, Plymouth, Bristol and Man-
chester.  
  Most of the devices were ‘iron bombs’, basic ordnance dropped 
from the sky, ranging between 50kg – 250kg in weight, half of which 

is the explosive charge, the other half the metal casing. 
  They usually emerge during excavations on construction sites. The 
Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA)  
produces guidelines on dealing with unexploded ordnance – or UXO 
– for the building sector. To give an idea of the scale of the problem, 
CIRIA point out that between 2006-2008, a staggering 15,000 devic-
es were uncovered 
during building work, 
from large Luftwaffe 
bombs to small 
Home Guard hand 
grenades.  
  The ordnance was 
produced in the  
pre-digital age, so the 
methods to diffuse 
them are still basical-
ly the same as in 
World War II, save 
for a few additions 
that modern technol-
ogy can provide such 
as remote 
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‘stethoscopes’, enhanced drills and better 
pumps. But, as in World War II, the basic 
vital tool is a very brave bomb disposal 
officer.  
  Making UXOs safe is called the Render Safe 
Process (RSP). One advantage of open, total 
warfare on an industrial scale – as opposed 
to the asymmetric terrorism of today – is 
that there is no need for the assailant to hide 
their tracks in the mass production of weap-
ons. Hence, fuses can usually be identified 
rapidly through codes stamped on them 
during the mass production process (which 
was why Birmingham was a problem as the 
code was not visible). Dependent on the 
type of bomb, ‘Fuse Immunisation’ as it is 
called, differs from bomb to bomb. Typically, 
it involves drilling into the fuse and introduc-
ing solutions that neutralise the fuse. For 
bombs that were dropped with a time-delay 
fuse (the Luftwaffe favoured periods of be-
tween two to 80 hours, to maximise chaos), 
the procedure can be to pump salt water 
into the fuse. It is then left there for a period 
of time, then expelled leaving behind salt 
crystals that clog up the works.  
  Once the fuse is neutralised, there are 
three basic methods of disposal. The ideal 
way (both swiftest and safest) is to transport 
the ordnance to a remote area and detonate 
it. Another method is to drill a hole into the 
bomb and (carefully!) steam out the explo-
sive. The tricky part here is getting the right 
temperature – hot enough to melt the explo-
sive, but not too hot to set it off.  
  The third method, as was seen in Birming-
ham, is the least desirable: detonation on 
site. This can involve a huge mitigation oper-
ation, subsequent damage to nearby proper-
ties, with all the insurance headaches that 
can bring, and widespread disruption – just 
as Hitler had originally planned.  

  

  The UXB is detonated on Day 2 of 
the operation. The 250 tonnes of sand 
gave the blast a colourful hue. 

Brum’s big bang 
B irmingham faced two 

days of disruption in May 
after a large World War II 
bomb was discovered. The 
bomb – a German SC2 50, 
containing 139kg of high  
explosive – was found in As-
ton, near the vital transport 
links for the city: the Cross 
City railway line and the A38 
(M) Aston Expressway, that 
leads off Spaghetti Junction 
into the city centre.  
  With these two main arter-
ies closed for the duration of the disposal operation, there was widespread travel 
chaos, with some motorists taking over four hours to complete the short distance 
home. The following morning, many gave up their attempts to get to work.  
  Birmingham City Council’s emergency plan swung into action, and residents 
within the exclusion zone were evacuated. A rest centre was set up at the city’s 
Alexander Stadium, with the support from the British Red Cross.  
  Residents were provided with camp beds, sandwiches, hot dinners, breakfast 
and refreshments. The Red Cross gave medical support and offered transport for 
those needing to pick up prescriptions.  
  Initially 180 people registered at the Rest Centre, but by breakfast time the fol-
lowing morning, this had fallen to 60 as people found more comfortable accom-
modation with friends or relatives.  
  There was a small spat in the media after one resident said she had had to sleep 
on a mat on the floor, but footage taken on a smart phone by children at the cen-
tre was circulated – and carried by the city’s main newspaper, the Birmingham 
Mail – which clearly showed camp beds were available. A City Council spokesper-
son said they were aware that the beds were not very comfortable but added 
that “ we all need to understand that this is emergency accommodation”.  
  A 500 metre cordon was set up around the site and an Army Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal team began the tricky task of making the bomb safe. Diffusing the bomb 
proved problematic however, as it was positioned in such a way that the fuse was 
on the underside, pressed into the earth, so it could not be either identified or 
extracted.  
  The decision was taken to blow it up on site. Around 250 tonnes of sand were 

barricaded around the bomb to contain the 
blast. At 3pm on day two of the incident, the 
Army warned people in the vicinity to stay 
away from their windows, and a little later 
the bomb was detonated. The blast was 
heard six miles away and the explosion was 
given a colourful hue as the 250 tonnes of 
sand were thrown up into the air for hun-
dreds of feet.  
  The main damage was to two nearby indus-
trial units, although one of them was up and 
running the following day.  
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I 
f the number of UXOs on land is staggering, our surrounding 
seas are an even bigger nightmare. Here, there is detritus from 
both World War I and World War II. Anything up to 70 per cent 
of the millions of sea mines deployed have never been recov-

ered. There’s unexploded torpedoes, bombs jettisoned by stricken 
aircraft, sunken ammunition ships, not to mention the practice at 
the end of both world wars of dumping surplus munitions in the sea 
with few records kept of where.  
  For decades this was not a major problem, but the growth of off-
shore industries such as gas and oil, and now renewable energy 
wind farms, means it is beginning to become a major headache. Of 
course, at sea you do not have the problem of damaging the imme-
diate environment, but underwater EOD is expensive and difficult.  
  The most famous example can be found in the Thames Estuary, 
with the wreck of the SS Richard Montgomery.  
  The US Liberty Ship ran aground on a sandbank during a storm off 
Sheerness in Kent, in 1944. It is laden with 1,400 tonnes of High 
Explosive artillery shells.  
  And there it has sat, with its masts protruding above the waves, 
deteriorating with every day. The fear is that one day the wreck will 
finally break down, spilling out its cargo, with one of the shells deto-
nating setting off a ‘sympathetic detonation’ as it is called, amongst  
the remaining thousands of shells.  
  An idea of what such a detonation would look like can be seen 
from the explosion caused by the Kielce wreck.  Originally Polish, the 
ship was transporting supplies to the US Army in Germany, when it 
sunk three miles off Folkestone in 1946, with a full cargo of ammuni-
tion.  
  An attempt to neutralise the cargo in July 1967 went disastrously 
wrong, and it detonated. The tremor it caused measured 4.5 on the 
Richter Scale. The blast left a 20 foot deep crater on the sea bed, 
toppling chimneys and cracking ceilings in Folkestone, although 
fortunately there were no injuries. The Atomic Weapons Research 
Establishment later estimated the blast was the equivalent of 2,000 
tons of TNT.  
  The Kieice was sunk in deeper water than the SS Richard Montgom-
ery, which is wedged on a sandbank and nearer to land. If it did det-
onate, it is estimated that it would create a four foot tidal surge 
causing localised flooding, while every window in Sheerness would 
be broken and some buildings damaged.  
  Interest in the SS Richard Montgomery reignited with the debate 
on a new airport for London, being used by opponents of the ‘Boris 
Island’ option to stop this plan going ahead. However, the Depart-

ment for Transport and the Maritime and Coastguard Agency con-
tinue to maintain that the wreck is stable and the possibilities of a 
detonation are remote.  
  An exclusion zone however remains in force around the wreck, as a 
collision could set it off.  
  Unfortunately, what cannot be accounted for is the idiot wing of 
the human race. In June 2015, paddle boarder Shane Skinner rowed 
out to the site and got a colleague to picture him holding onto the 
mast of the wreck, which he then put up on social media. Fortunate-
ly for Sheerness – and to a lesser extent Mr Skinner – the 1,400 
tonnes of High Explosive did not detonate.  

  Paddle boarder Shane Skinner posing by the wreck of the SS 
Richard Montgomery, apparently non-plussed by the 1,400 
tonnes of unstable High Explosive beneath this feet. The people 
of Sheerness were not too pleased. 

Danger beneath 
the waves 

 

Still looking for the 
big ones 
 

A  sigh of relief proved short lived in North America early this 
year, when what was thought to be a  missing nuclear 

bomb turned out to be abandoned industrial components. 
  The hunt has been on for the missing nuke – an early ‘Fat Boy’ 
device – after the USAF bomber carrying it got into trouble flying 
from Alaska to Texas in February 1950. The crew bailed out and 

the aircraft crashed off the Canadian coast. The US authorities 
have always stressed that it was a dummy bomb for military 
exercises, and although filled with lead, Uranium and TNT, it did 
not contain the Plutonium necessary for a nuclear detonation. 
The latest sighting proved to be industrial materials jettisoned 
from a ship.  
  It is known that 11 nuclear warheads were lost by the US in the 
Cold War, seven of them in and around the United States itself. 
It has never accurately been ascertained how many nuclear de-
vices were lost by the Soviet Union, but there has been some 
alarming speculation that it could be as high as 200.  
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BOB WADE, Editor of Resilience recalls his  
initiation into Emergency Planning, and how he 
quickly learnt to keep the media busy: 
 

T 
hirty years ago I had my initiation into emergency planning, 
courtesy of the Luftwaffe. In July 1987, I was the new Hous-
ing Press Officer for the London Borough of Southwark. One 
morning I discovered I was the press officer for emergency 

procedures too.  
  Builders were renovating derelict wharves off Tooley Street, just to 
the south of London’s famous Tower Bridge. They were excited to 
find what looked like a stretch of Victorian waste pipe or Water 
Main - a nice addition to their side line of selling waste iron or lead, 
to the local scrap metal merchants.  
  The Victorian Main however, didn’t appear to want to shift. Ham-
mering it with picks and shovels had no effect. Was it an old Main? 
Brushing aside ages of soil it appeared to be sky-blue in colour, and 
they could just about make out the beginnings of a yellow stripe. No 
matter, it was a lot of metal. One more go at it with the business 
end of a JCB should free it. It certainly did – only to display the sinis-
ter shape of a tail fin.  
 This ‘Main’ would give them more than scrap metal, if not treated 
gently. It was a ‘Hermann’, a one ton SC1000 bomb, affectionately 
nick-named by the Luftwaffe after their bulbous Reich Marshal, Her-
mann Goering.  It had lain brooding under the soil for over 40 years 
unnoticed. 
   

I t was called a ‘Demolition Bomb’ for good 
reason. The 1,000kg SC1000 was made up of 

40 percent Amatol and 60 percent TNT. If 
detonated it would have taken out the 700 

homes owned by the local authority in Tooley Street. The blast dam-
age would have reached as far as the southern end of Tower Bridge. 
  The police established an inner cordon bordering the area that 
needed to be evacuated, and an outer cordon to stop traffic access-
ing the restricted area, which soon plunged traffic in south and cen-
tral London into grid lock chaos.  
  The Army’s Bomb Disposal experts were quickly on hand, and Cap-
tain Chris Goddard and Corporal Gary Fisher arrived for the perilous 
task of removing the huge bomb’s central exploder tube of high 
grade TNT, that ran the length of the bomb casement, designed to 
ensure a ‘high order’ detonation.  
  Like many left-leaning London Boroughs of the time, Southwark 
had declared itself a ‘Nuclear Free Zone’, to demonstrate its com-
mitment to nuclear disarmament. But this had meant preparedness 
for any other type of emergency had gone by the wayside too, as 
the art of Emergency Planning was seen as part and parcel of the 
Cold War diaspora. Now that a real bomb had turned up, the Bor-
ough was in trouble.  
  The Rest Centre established was in chaos. The stores of emergency 
bedding had been left unchecked for too long, as Southwark contin-
ued to sulk about nuclear weapons. Much of it was now mildewed 
and rotten. My instruction was to keep the press away for as long as 
possible, until they had sorted ourselves out. 
  A further problem was that many of the tenants in Tooley Street 

were pensioners, and had lived there through the Blitz. They were 
now reluctant to leave their homes for fear of them being burgled or 
looted. The pensioners’ view was that they had lived through the 
real thing, so just ‘one bloody bomb’ was not going to stir them 
now. 
  As I arrived at the inner cordon, the Police had found a solution to 
placating the troubled pensioners. They had allowed the local Pub to 
remain open, a special treat in those days of strict licensing laws, 
which should have seen it close at 2pm. The Pub became an im-
promptu community centre, where the then unusual prospect of 
being allowed to stay in a pub all day as the alcohol flowed cheered 
any worried spirits. Plus, they could still keep an eye on their pre-
cious homes in the distance.  
   

L ess happy was the gaggle of journalists that 
had turned up. An unexploded bomb is the 

dullest of news events in visual terms – no 
obvious images to encapsulate the drama, 

other than a cordon ribbon flapping in the wind, while the real dra-
ma being undertaken by Captain Gerrard and Corporal Fisher went 
unseen. I knew the media were getting fidgety when a breathless 
young reporter from Thames TV rushed up explaining that she need-
ed to film the Army UXB team at work. I explained that was not pos-
sible.  
  “Why not?” she indignantly demanded. “Well,” I politely replied, “if 
the Army boys cock it up, one ton of explosives will go off and you 
and your crew will be getting some marvellous aerial shots of Lon-
don. ” I saw realisation set in her face, and she demurred. In pursuit 
of the story, journalists can often leave their brains behind in the 
office.  
  But clearly a ‘news vacuum’ was beginning to grow, and that is 
when it gets dangerous for the organisation you represent. If you 
don’t talk to the media, then someone else will. Indeed, they were 
beginning to ask about what Southwark was doing for their tenants 
in Tooley Street. That line of enquiry would soon lead to the chaotic 
Rest Centre and all the negative reports that would follow.  
  Fortunately, I had been a journalist myself for 10 years before turn-
ing from ‘poacher’ to a gamekeeper for Southwark. I got my journal-
ist nose back on and began finding stories to spoon feed the media 
to keep them occupied. The Pub proved the perfect hunting ground.  

    

F irstly, I located the builders who had found 
the bomb, and in particular the Irish JCB 

driver who had been whacking it with the back
-shovel. I was particularly pleased with this – 

there had been a lot of anti-Irish racism in London (my mother was 
Irish) following the IRA’s bombing campaign. Now here was an Irish 
man who had saved the city from being blown up. Having recovered 
from his initial shock, his shyness about stepping up before the me-
dia cameras had long since evaporated. The media loved it.  
  Then chatting to the barman, he pointed out Ada to me. Not only 
was Ada one of Tooley Street’s doughty pensioners who had lived 
there through the war, she had also served on the local Anti-Aircraft 
battery during the Blitz. This was a ready-made story of the human 
interest kind that the media love – ‘the one that got away from Ada 
comes back to haunt her’. It couldn’t have been better.  

Trying to keep the 
customer satisfied 



24 l Resilience   

IN a 
new 
se-
ries, 
Re-

danger  

UXB 

 

  I knew the TV crews 
would want a good 
sign-off piece to cam-
era, to wrap up their 

package, and here my local knowledge came 
to the rescue.  
  Just off Tooley Street is Stainer Street 
which runs under London Bridge rail station. 
There is a blue plaque there, commemo-
rating the 68 people who were killed in a 
Luftwaffe raid in 1941. Indeed, our 
‘Hermann’ could have been dropped in the 
same air raid.  The widespread destruction 
was so intensive that the bodies were left in 
the rubble as the wartime authorities rushed 
to rebuild the rail station and get train travel 
on the move again in those urgent times. To 
this day, the thousands of commuters who 
use the busy station do not realise that be-
neath their feet lie the remains of 68 victims 
of the Blitz.  
   But the plaque ensured a fitting, sombre 
end to the news pieces for the TV reporters, 
after the lighter interviews with Ada and the 
JCB driver, to reflect how catastrophic the 
incident could have been.  
  Making contact with the EPO, he reported 
that all was now in order at the Rest Centre 
and they were ready for the media. That 
said, he was still relieved when I told him 
the media had gone, having gotten better 
stories in the can.  
  The media, like science, abhor a vacuum. 
Deadlines mean they have to report some-
thing, and they will not wait for you to get 
your act together.  
  If you are not ready and need more time, 
make sure you have something in your back 
pocket to throw them to put them off the 
trail, then put that breathing space you have 
gained to good use and prepare for the next 
line of media assault.  

 

  A 1,000 lb detonates on Salisbury Plain. 
Most UXO are made safe and then  
transported to remote areas for disposal. 

Time to open up media 
dialogue once more? 

MOVES toward a pilot national workshop with key national media are beginning to take 
shape.  
  The moves have come about after many emergency responders said the Media Emer-
gency Forums - both the national one and the regional for a -- should be resurrected. 
Independent of this, there have been approaches from sections of the media to the EPS, 
namely the Evening Standard, the BBC and the Press Association, asking if such mecha-
nisms still existed.  
  Last year, the EPS chair Tony Thompson was invited to address the Society of Editors 
conference with a view to floating such an idea.  
The RMEFs were formed in 2003. The first initiative was in the West Midlands, which 
was then rolled out to all English regions, with similar formations being set up in Wales 
and Scotland, based on the RMEF model.  
Its main role was to: 

•Provide a voluntary interface between the media and emergency responders to help 
foster better understanding of each other’s needs during a major incident 

•build relationships through such initiatives as inviting the media to participate in emer-
gency exercises.  

•Hold debriefs after major incidents to identify lessons for both sides.  
 
The RMEFs folded mainly because of the closure of the Central Office of Information 
(which provided the Secretariat) and the then Administration’s abolishing the ‘regional 
tier’ of Government, and the demise of the regional media as well as the changing local 
media landscape. 
  However, the recent spate of terror attacks and tragic disasters has prompted talk of 
getting the MEFs going again, particularly for the invaluable briefing role they played.  
  Both the EPS and the Society of Editors are looking towards holding a workshop at the 
forthcoming UK Security Expo 2017 at the end of this year.  



 

 

 

 
 

Your Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors is the body which has collective and corporate responsibility for governance 
and providing leadership to the Emergency Planning Society. It is also responsible for ensuring the 
EPS and its members fulfil it stated objectives and act in accordance with its By-Laws and Articles of Associa-
tion.  The Directors and their contact details are:  
 
 
 
 

Chair of the EPS:   Tony Thompson  Chair@the-eps.org 

 

Branches Director: Mark Taylor   Branches.Director@the-eps.org 

 

Finance Director:  Martin Blackburn Finance.Director@the-eps.org 

 

Membership  
Director:   Matt Roy   Membership.Director@the-eps.org 
 
Professional  
Working 
Group Director:  Stephen Gallagher Pwg.Director@the-eps.org 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Resilience is produced by: 
Bob Wade Media Ltd, Sutton Coldfield B73 5SS  

Co. Reg. 07469245  
Tel: 0121 354 8223 I 07950 155008 

bobwademedia@live.co.uk 
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International  

Director of Branches - Mark Taylor  
branches.director@the-eps.org 
 
 

East Midlands 
Branch Chair - Andrew McCombe DipEP MEPS  
eastmidlands.branch@the-eps.org 030 67981752 / 07747 
008561 
 
Branch Secretary and Lincolnshire Representative - Graeme 
Hempsall  
Graeme.Hempsall@lincoln.fire-uk.org 01522 582286 / 07768 
996085 
 
Branch Treasurer - Martin Wilkinson  
martin@telecomsresilience.com 07769 640632 / Fax: 01673 
885474 
 
Leicestershire and Rutland County Representative - Andrea 
Contini  
acontini@ermproject.info 07423 260986 / 01162 985548 
Employer Liaison and Industry - Eran Bauer  
bauer@civil-defence.org 01526 323000 
Derbyshire County Representative - John Perkins  
John.Perkins.16325@Derbyshire.PNN.Police.UK 07931 092719 
Northamptonshire County Representative - Aaron Goddard  
eps@thegoddards.info  
Nottinghamshire County Representative - Nigel Humphreys  
nthumphreys@btinternet.com 07803 313670 
 

Eastern 
Branch Chair - Bob Mears  
bob.mearns@eastamb.nhs.uk  
Secretary - Andy McCombe  
andy.mccombe@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor - Jan Davis  
jan@great-yarmouth.gov.uk  
 
County Representatives 
Bedfordshire - Kevin Broom  
kevin.broom1@gmail.com  
Cambridgeshire - Vacant  
 
Essex - Bob Mearns  
bob.mearns@eastamb.nhs.uk  
Hertfordshire - Vacant  
 
Norfolk - Jan Davis  
jan@great-yarmouth.gov.uk  
Suffolk - Mike Gooch  
mike.gooch@suffolk.nhs.uk  
 
 

London 
All officers can be contacted via the main address: 
london.branch@the-eps.org  
 
Chair - Peter Joyce  
 
Vice Chair - Matthew Hogan  
 
Secretary - Mike Price  
 

Partnerships and Relations - Lorenzo Massucchielli  
Events - Kevin Wheal  
Anna Averkiou - Committee Members  
Steve Mackenzie - Committee Members  
Keith Donnelly - Committee Members  
Stephen Arundell - Executive Members  
Richard Look - Executive Members  
 
 

North West 
Branch Chair - Andrew Swapp  
andrew.swapp@gmp.police.uk 0161 856 2741 
 
Branch Secretary/Treasurer - Jenny Jones  
jenny.jones@westlancs.gov.uk 01695 585 182 
Northern  
 
Chair - Vacant  
info@the-eps.org  
Treasurer - Liz Redfern  
 
Parternship and Internationalising Director - Tracey Pitt  
 
Directors - Adam Grant and Stephen Groves  
 
 

Northern Ireland 
Branch Chair - Vacant  
 
Vice Chair - Michael Patterson  
pattersonm@belfastcity.gov.uk  
 
Secretary - Seth Speirs  
seth.speirs@ppsni.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Treasurer - Joan McCaffrey  
joan.mccaffrey@fermanaghomagh.com  
 
PR & Members - Dawn Bowers  
dawn.bowers@hpe.com  
 

 

Republic of Ireland 
Branch Executive address:  Emergency Planning Society 
(Republic of Ireland Branch) c/o The Mews 15 Adelaide Street 
Dun Laoghaire Co. Dublin 

Telephone: +353 (1) 280 9410 
Fax: 353 (1) 280 8302 
Email: epsroi@gmail.com 

Chair - Dennis Keeley  
Dennis.keeley@dublincity.ie +353868150210 
Deputy Chair - Sean Ward  
Fanwatch5@gmail.com  
 
Secretary - John Brophy  
John@reidybrophy.ie +353873291678 
 
Education - Caroline McMullan  
Caroline.mcmullan@dcu.ie  
 
Treasurer - Eileen Tully  
Eileen.tully@dcu.ie  
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Student Liaison - Gavin Brown  
Gavin.brown2@mail.dcu.ie  
 
Membership - Michael Conway  
mconway@renaissance.ie  
 
 
 

Scotland 
Chair - Jacqui Semple  
scotland.branch@the-eps.org  
 
Vice-Chair - David Johnstone  
scotland.branch@the-eps.org  
 
Executive Member - Donald Park  
scotland.branch@the-eps.org  
 
Executive Member - Elisabeth Leslie  
scotland.branch@the-eps.org  
 
Executive Member - Ross Baird  
scotland.branch@the-eps.org  
 
Executive Member - Matt Orr  
scotland.branch@the-eps.org  
 

South Eastern 
Acting Chair - Ian Taylor  
i.taylor1@nhs.net 07825 680369 
 
Secretary - Tom Crellin  
southeastern.branch@the-eps.org 07970 209344 
 
Membership Secretary - Kevin Claxton  
Zen50349@zen.co.uk 07856 917007 
 
Events Officer - Steve Scully  
stephen.scully@kent.gov.uk 07740 185261 
 
 

South Western 
Branch Chair - Scott Senior  
scott.senior@plymouth.gcsx.gov.uk  
 
Deputy Branch Chair - Vanessa Middlemiss  
vanessa.middlemiss@phe.gov.uk  
 
Branch Secretary - Phil Povey  
PPovey@somerset.gov.uk  
 
Branch Treasurer - Jamie Whitford-Robson  
jamie.whitford-robson@plymouth.gcsx.gov.uk  
 
ranch Membership Secretary - Paul Stephens  
paul.stevens@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  
 
Branch Media & Web Pages - Rose Morris  
rose.m.morris@magnoxsites.com  
 
County Representatives 
Avon - Bill Crocker  
bill.crocker@delegatedservices.org  
Cornwall - Caroline Wildish  
Caroline.WILDISH@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  
Devon - Debbie Brooker-Evans  
dbrookerevans@southwestwater.co.uk  
 

Dorset - Liam Patton  
patton@dorsetcc.gov.uk  
Gloucestershire - Rose Morris  
rose.m.morris@magnoxsites.com  
Somerset - Jacob Forgham  
JAForgham@somerset.gov.uk  
Wiltshire - Vanessa Middlemiss  
Vanessa.middlemiss@phe.gov.uk  
Southern  
Chair - Louise Cadle  
louise@ccaconsultants.eu  
Vice Chair - Louise Osborn  
louise.osborn@bracknell-forest.gov.uk  
 
 

Wales 
Chair - Paul Edmonds  
paul.edmonds@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk  
 
Vice Chair - Rob Gough  
robert.gough@merthyr.gov.uk  
 
Secretary - Russell Stafford-Tolley  
staffordtolley@beyondsl.net  
 
Treasurer - Melanie Haman  
melanie.haman@merthyr.gov.uk  
 
Training and Events Officer - Malcolm Dubber  
mldubber@me.com  
Web Editors - Mike Pennifold  
mpennifold@gmail.com  
Web Editors - Simon Dunford  
simon.dunford@torfaen.gov.uk  
Practitioner Representatives - Owen Griffiths  
Owen.Griffiths@rctcbc.gov.uk  
Practitioner Representatives - Raff Whitehead  
Raff.Whitehead@waterco.co.uk  
 

West Midlands 
Chairman - Wlliam Read  
william.read@dunelm.org.uk 01785 255552 
 
Secretary/Treasurer - Mike Parker  
mjmparker@aol.com  
 
Web Correspondent - Jawaid Akhtar  
Jawaid_akhtar@birmingham.gov.uk  
Web Correspondent - Dave Whittle  
Dave.whittle@coventry.gov.uk  
Members - Lianne Deathridge  
Lianne.deathridge@shropshire.gov.uk  
Members - Conor McCreevy  
conorpmcgreevy@gmail.com  
Vice Chairman - Peter Streets  
Peter.streets999@btinternet.com  
Members - Steve Webb  
Sjw.1@talktalk.net  
Members - Peter Burgess  
Peter.burgess11@btinternet.com  
Committee Members - Claire Wise  
Claire.wise@networkrail.co.uk  
Committee Members - Alan Boyd  
Boyda@walsall.gov.uk  
Committee Members - Elizabeth Tassell  
etassell@worcestershire.gov.uk  
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