
Ron Woodham



“Don of Crowd Management and Evacuation”

“Ron is the 'Mastermind' of Event Safety.”

UEFA: SGSA Council For Europe 

Project

Poland and Ukraine 

“He has an 

uncompromised 

commitment to keeping 

people safe”

“Those who know him know 

the feeling where his 

response to your statement is 

a raised eyebrow and the 

famous Ron 

‘mmmmmmmmmm’. “
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Linked In Group

Steve Daly

Senior Emergency Planning Officer at Essex Fire & Rescue Service

I have had the privilege of being a student on courses run by Ron both at and through the EPC, 

as well as working with him when we have commissioned the college to run courses or to 

moderate exercises. On each occasion it has been a great pleasure to work with Ron. Ron 

willingly shares his immense knowledge and experience; is always willing to offer assistance; and 

is an absolute gentleman. I can think of no one better deserving of this Lifetime Achievement 

Award. A fitting and well deserved finale to a long and honourable career. I wish Ron a long, 

happy and healthy retirement. 

David Hatcher

Leadership & Personal development coach ShelterBox Humanitarian Aid volunteer Rotary Childrens 

Hospice Holidays Founder

Ron has both the practical experience of actual crowd management as well as now being the fount of 

all knowledge on the implementation of the 'art' at a strategic level. I can personally testify to his skill 

over many years from the days spent together at football, strikes, public order, animal rights protest 

and a myriad of other challenging environments in policing and safety planning. He would be the first 

person on my list of deserving candidates! 
Liam Patton

Emergency Management Officer at Dorset County Council

Ron is the Don of Crowd Management and Evacuation. Well deserved. 
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Colleagues 

Ron is a most deserving 

recipient. Recognise the changes Ron 

through EPC has brought about 

especially in the safety field.

Peter Young.

We shared an office for my 4 years at the 

college but rarely shared an event 

together. He did talk about his days leading 

the underwater search team at Kent and the 

first time they used the M20 as a car park 

for lorries heading to Dover in Operation 

Stack - he was the Operational Commander 

the first time they did it as I remember.

On the serious side, I remember Ron for all 

the positive, quality advice he gave to me 

from my first days at the College and we are 

still swopping stories on the places we plan 

to visit and the travel agents we used. We 

have just exchanged e-mails on my travels 

to India and Nepal and Ron's planned visit 

next year.

Tom Dewdney 

Ron is the 'Mastermind' of Event 

Safety. 

Chris Jones
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Candidates – Whom Ron has mentored and assessed

When I first met Ron I felt slightly intimidated; not only is he quite a presence in any room 

but he’s very knowledgeable and experienced in what he does. No one could say that 

Ron doesn’t know his stuff – he certainly does. I’ve worked in the events/public safety 

world for a small fraction of the time that Ron has and I was worried my knowledge and 

experience wouldn’t measure up; but this didn’t matter to Ron. He wants to share 

everything he knows, he wants you to leave his training course better than you came in, 

and you certainly achieve that.

When he became my NVQ assessor it was clear that he wasn’t there to inspect me, he 

was there to be my mentor, take me under his wing and show me how to improve. I 

always felt calm and at ease with him, he gave me really constructive feedback and 

helped to improve my confidence in what I was doing. He cares about the people he 

works with and wants to help develop their future; with me Ron gave me ideas and 

suggestions on where to go next, without this encouragement I probably won’t have been 

so confident in picking up new challenges and understanding the different opportunities 

my qualifications could offer me, and I definitely feel like he wants me to succeed. I love 

seeing Ron and chatting with him about what he’s been up to and the experiences he’s 

had, it’s been an absolute pleasure knowing and working with him – I’ll miss this very 

much when my NVQ is over and he retires!!

Katie Hammond.  Emergency Planning Officer Cleveland Emergency Planning Unit



Candidates – Whom Ron has mentored and assessed

Ron has a wealth of experience that he seeks to impart in a relaxed, patient but very thorough style. This is 

designed to ensure the student maximises their learning and achieves their full potential.

His teaching delivery is first class, both instructional and probing, and this allows for information to be 

absorbed and tested, whilst a student's thought process are being simultaneously evaluated. Ron's 

operational assessments are similarly rigorous, yet extremely supportive.

In short, Ron has been a great teacher, mentor and assessor to me. In his own inimitable style and utilising a 

dry sense of humour, he provided me with knowledge, direction, encouragement and feedback from Day 1 of 

my initial training course right through to the end of the qualification process. Having recently passed Ron's 

very high and unswerving quality assurance standards to finally achieve his endorsement, I certainly feel my 

NVQ Level 4 qualification was hard-earned, but necessarily exhaustive.

The public can take confidence in the fact that there is now a significant number of Safety Officers out there, 

looking after their best interests, who have benefitted from Ron Woodham's instruction and approval.

Retirement's gain will definitely be Emergency and Safety Management's loss.

GARY STEPHENSON 



Candidates – Whom Ron has mentored and 

assessed

To be read verbatim:

Telegram from Paul Weir Safety Officer at Sunderland Association Football Club 

STOP Ron demonstrated he had heaps of experience and knowledge and this 

brought the practical side of crowd safety management to life STOP Thanks are 

due to Ron especially for the guidance in relation to compiling the evidence 

required for the NVQ award STOP Good luck for the future and in relation to 

work please, please, please STOP. Paul

Hope all is well?

Paul Weir | Safety Manager

www.safc.com
www.safc.com


It has been pleasure to work with Ron for several years. He has truly ‘been there and done 

that’. The citizens of the UK are safer in their daily lives as a result of Rons career.

He has an uncompromised commitment to keeping people safe.

In class there is no such thing as an easy ride. Delegates get value for money, clarity and 

empowerment.

Those who know him know the feeling where his response to your statement is a raised 

eyebrow and the famous Ron ‘mmmmmmmmmm’. 

I had the pleasure of working with Ron on the Chelsea FC project. We captured a large amount of 

information on match day safety management before producing a report of our observations. 

Through Rons wealth of experience he was able to cut to the key issues accurately and incisively. 

This allowed us the opportunity to offer the client valuable and concise recommendations. During 

this trip we were shown the famous Stamford Bridge dug out and the seat of Jose Mourinho . Ron 

as an avid Manchester United responded in the way I would expected to – he raised an eyebrow 

and plodded on!

I have nothing but admiration for the man and feel honoured to call him a colleague and friend.

Dan
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Cabinet Office

Michael Charlton Weedy

Ron actually joined EPC back in the Home Office days in 2000, three years before I 

appeared on the scene.

I've known Ron for more than 11 years at EPC, as an in-house course director and 

lecturer, and more recently as an associate.  When I arrived in May 2003 he was already 

established as the College's leading lecturer who set the standard against which the 

others were judged.  Furthermore, Ron managed to combine exceptionally high quality 

scores with remarkable productivity: at peak he was delivering almost 50 courses per 

year, in addition to numerous off-site training and consultancy tasks.  Not only was he an 

outstanding civil protection trainer, but also a national figure in sports and event 

safety management, winning the National Outdoor Events Associations prize in 

2006.

Ron's personal contribution to UK resilience has been outstanding.  He has trained 

thousands of people to the highest standards across the full range of civil 

protection disciplines, who then spread the message nationwide, affecting tens of 

thousands.  There can be few, if any, people who have had such impact in the EPS' 

professional world.



Ron Woodham

Machu Pichu Hike


